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Medical research institute sector welcomes  
changes to JobKeeper Program criteria 

 
 
The medical research institute sector received the good news that the government will include the fall in 
donations when assessing eligibility to access the JobKeeper Program. 
 
The Association of Australian Medical Research Institutes (AAMRI) thanks the government for taking on 
board the sector’s concerns. AAMRI also extends its thanks to the opposition for raising the issue of 
medical research institute eligibility. 
 
The move to allow charities to include donations as part of the calculation on whether revenue has 
fallen, or is likely to fall, by 15% is a sensible change. Due to the (understandable) ban on face-to-face 
fundraising some institutes are currently losing 70% of their fundraising income. Across the board we are 
seeing a drop of about 30% on vital fundraising coming into institutes. Previously the formula didn’t allow 
institutes to include fundraising as part of their revenue that had decreased, and the overall fall had to be 
30%.  
 
For some institutes the new rules mean the difference between being able to continue critical medical 
research, some of which has been going on for years, or having to stop due to a lack of research support 
funds.  
 
Medical research institutes need the capability to fight both the current pandemic and the future health 
challenges facing the nation, with their inclusion in the JobKeeper Program our scientists have a better 
chance to do this. 
 
 
Media Contact: Aimee Sanderson, 0414 611 334, aimee.sanderson@aamri.org.au.   
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About AAMRI 
AAMRI is the peak body representing medical research institutes across Australia. Our 56 member 
organisations are international leaders in health and medical research, addressing practically every aspect of 
human health and disease. Collectively, AAMRI’s members represent more than 19,000 staff and students. 
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